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Wyer. Richard Faques' device was a copy of
that of the Paris bookseller Thielmann Kerver,
with an arrow substituted for the tree, and the
design on the shield altered. The custom of adapt-
ing foreign devices was very common, and is one
of the many evidences of dearth of originality on
the part of the early English printers.
The latest date found in the books of this printer

is 1530.
Another, prominent figure  in the  early  years

of the sixteenth century was that of Robert Cop-
land. He was a man of considerable ability, a
good French scholar, and a writer of mediocre
verse. He was also, in the truest sense of the
word, a book lover, and used his influence to pro-
duce books that were likely to be useful, or such
as were worth reading. In the prologue to the
Kalendar of Shepherdes, which Wynkyn de Worde
printed in 1508, Copland described himself as
servant to that printer. This has been taken to
mean that he was one of De Worde's apprentices.
But in 1514, if not earlier, he had started in business
for himself as a stationer and printer, at the sign
of the Rose Garland in Fleet Street. Very few
of the books that he printed now exist, and this,
taken in conjunction with the fact that he trans-
lated and wrote prologues for so many books
printed by De Worde, has caused conjectures as
to their relationship.
In the British Museum copy of the Dyeynge